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454, BONN 1774, BRUSSELS 679, PARIS 2664 AND 2666 
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1. REFTELS CONFIRM VIEW THAT NORTHROP P-530 AT PRESENT 
APPEARS TO BE LEADING U.S. CANDIDATES IN RUNNING AGAINST 
FRENCH SUPER F-l FOR F-104G REPLACEMENT COMPETITION. 

2. IN CONTEXT OF USNATO 403 WE WOULD LIKE YOUR VIEWS 
WHETHER THERE IS ANY INTEREST AMONG THE EUROPEANS TO DEFER 
F-104G REPLACEMENT SELECTION TO AWAIT EVALUATION OF YF-16 
AND YF-17 TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS. (OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT 
SELECTION TIME FRAME COULD BE AS EARLY AS THIS MONTH.) 
ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE OF ANY DESIRE TO LINK THE RE- 
PLACEMENT DECISION TO THE OUTCOME OF THE U.S. EVALUATION, 
CLOSE SIMILARITY OF NORTHROP YF-17 TO ITS P-530 MIGHT TEMPT 
POTENTIAL PURCHASERS TO WANT TO BENEFIT FROM U.S. EVALUA- 
TION. IF THAT EVALUATION WERE TO FAVOR THE GENERAL DYNAMIC 
YF-16, EUROPEANS (NETHERLANDS AT LEAST) WOULD HAVE TO RE- 
EVALUATE THEIR DESIRE FOR A TWIN-ENGINED AIRCRAFT. 

3. IT APPEARS THAT EUROPEANS MAY FIND IT POLITICALLY DIFFI- 
CULT TO WAIT FOR (A) THE OUTCOME OF OUR EVALUATION AROUND 

JULY 1975 AND (B) FURTHER STEPS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 
LIGHTWEIGHT FIGHTER FOR THE USAF INVENTORY. IT APPEARS 
THAT THE EUROPEANS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT IMMEDIATE DESIGN 
AND DEVELOPMENT WORK FOR THEIR ENGINEERS AND PRODUCTION 
WORK FOR THEIR AEROSPACE WORKERS. 

4. BECAUSE OF THE MANUFACTURING AND ASSEMBLYING ARRANGE- 
MENTS IN THE NORTHROP PROGRAM, ALREADY DISCUSSED WITH 
EUROPEANS, THE P-530 CAN BE VIEWED AS QUOTE EUROPEAN 
UNQUOTE OR QUOTE ATLANTIC UNQUOTE. IT APPEARS THAT THE 
NORTHROP PLANE MEETS THE MILITARY REQUIREMENTS OF NATO FOR 
A HIGH PERFORMANCE, HIGH TECHNOLOGY AIRCRAFT PROGRAM 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME ALSO MEETING THE ECONOMIC, FINANCIAL 
AND INDUSTRIAL PARTICIPATION NEEDS OF EUROPEAN USERS. 

5. IN CONVERSATIONS THIS WEEK WITH STAFF OF RANDALL SUB 
COMMITTEE, HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE, STAFF AGAIN 
WARNED THAT STRONG REACTIONS COULD BE EXPECTED FROM 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS IF NATO COUNTRIES DECIDE IN FAVOR OF 
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FRENCH AIRCRAFT. COMMITTEE IS TO REPORT TO HOUSE IN APRIL 
ON MILITARY EFFORT OF NATO ALLIES AND ITS REPORTS WILL 
COMMAND WIDE INTEREST IN CONGRESS AND IN NEWS MEDIA. 

6. WE WISH TO ASSURE ALL POSTS THIS MATTER IS GETTING HIGH 
LEVEL ATTENTION HERE. KISSINGER 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY AIRCRAFT, MILITARY ASSISTANCE, AIRCRAFT SALES, JET AIRCRAFT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE023571 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: CLLOYD;EUR/WE:EJBEIGEL:VE 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740254/aaaabyzx.tel 

Line Count: 113 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: BRUSSELS 457, THE HAGUE 5633 AND 238, , USNATO 403 AND 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAR 2002 by martinml>; APPROVED <31 MAY 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT FOR F-104 
TAGS: MASS, BEXP, BE, NE 
To: BRUSSELS MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




